THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

foreigners and compatriots, between fruitful liberty and
ruinous slavery, between peace in Spain, or war under
imperialist colours.

"In our zone there are no foreigners. So that the nature
of our fight could not be in doubt, we have refused even
the help which certain men in different countries wished to
give us, without any State intervention. There are only
Spaniards in our Army. Turn back to patriotic interests,
look once more at Spain. That is what is important to
us as a basis for any aspiration we may feel. We shall not
cease fighting till you assure us of the independence of
Spain. The Spanish people will not lay down their arms
whilst it has no guarantee of peace without crime. It is
not I who am speaking to you. This is said to you by a
million men mobilised for war, and people behind the
lines for whom there are no frontiers or retreats, who mean
to fight to the death to bring about these peaceful ends,
to assure the independence of Spain, and to avoid that
our country shall be merged in a sea of blood of hatred
and persecution, which will make impossible for many
generations a Spain united by anything but foreign
denomination, violence and terror.

"The choice is in your hands to-day, not in ours. Peace,
which is necessary for the recovery of Spain, or War,
which is weakening her and putting her at the mercy of
an invader. You must choose. If you offer us peace you
will find our generous Spanish hearts. If you continue
to make war, you will find our heroic fighting morale
implacable, sharpened like the steel of our bayonets.
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